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Introduction 

What is the purpose of this addendum? 

This addendum to the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project Supplemental 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) Land Use, Economics, and Relocations Discipline 

Report (Washington State Department of Transportation [WSDOT] 2009) presents the environmental 

consequences of the Preferred Alternative for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and 

HOV Project; compares its effects to the design options A, K, and L discussed in the SDEIS for the 

project (WSDOT 2010), and reflects additional analyses that resulted from the public and agency 

comments received on the SDEIS. These analyses are shown in the context of the Preferred 

Alternative. 

The information contained in the 2009 Land Use, Economics, and Relocations Discipline Report on 

affected environment and project effects is pertinent to the Preferred Alternative except where this 

addendum specifically revises it. Text updated to reflect the Preferred Alternative has been cross-

referenced using the page numbers within th e 2009 Land Use, Economics, and Relocations 

Discipline Report. Where an addendum exhibit upda tes or adds new data and/or different potential 

effects to an exhibit contained in the 2009 Discipline Report, the exhibit name is followed by 

“(Update to Exhibit # of the 2009 Discipline Report).”  

Project design and construction information used to analyze potential effects of the Preferred 

Alternative on land use, economics, and relocations is included in the Description of Alternatives 

Discipline Report Addendum (WSDOT 2011a) and the Construction Techniques and Activities 

Discipline Report Addendum and Errata (WSDOT 2011b). 

An errata sheet is attached to this addendum (Attachment 1) to show revisions and clarifications to 

the 2009 Land Use, Economics, and Relocations Discipline Report that do not constitute new 

findings or analysis. 

What key issues were identified in the public and 
agency comments on the SDEIS? 

Key land use concerns identified in public comments were as follows: 

�x Construction effects on properties adjacent to the Portage Bay Bridge 

�x Construction-related traffic congestion and its effect on the local economy 

�x Property acquisitions and relocation effects and mitigation 
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The errata sheet in Attachment 1 presents revisions to the 2009 Land Use, Economics, and 

Relocations Discipline Report that respond to the public and agency comments. 

What are the key points of this addendum? 

The primary effects on land use, economics, and relocations related to the Preferred Alternative are 

summarized in the bullets below. In general, many of the effects would be similar to those of SDEIS 

Option A, except for the differences shown in bold below. The effects of the Preferred Alternative 

are discussed in the sections that follow. 

Effects During Construction 

�x� Construction easements would affect a portion of the Seattle Fire Station 22 property on East 

Roanoke Street. During construction, the station would be fully operational, access would be 

maintained, and emergency response would not be affected. 

�x� Construction easements for the north and south work bridges would remove several boat slips 

on the south side of the Queen City Yacht Club and at the Bayshore Condominiums. 

�x� Construction easements in the Montlake area would be most similar to Option A, except that the 

Preferred Alternative would not remove the Montlake 76 station. 

�x� Construction of the Preferred Alternative would di rectly and indirectly create approximately the 

same number of jobs as Option A during the peak year of construction (2015). Construction 

estimates range from 7,683 for the Preferred Alternative and Option A to 12,620 for Option K. 

�x� Construction would temporarily increase congestion and affect access for some businesses and 

residents. Some businesses could experience fluctuations in retail sales if project construction 

affected typical access routes. 

Effects During Operation 

�x� The Preferred Alternative would convert approximatel y 10.1 acres of land from existing uses to a 

transportation land use as WSDOT right-of-way  for the completed project. All or part of 

19 parcels would be acquired for WSDOT right-of -way. Exhibit 1 compares the direct land use 

effects of the Preferred Alternative to those of the SDEIS options. 

�x� The Preferred Alternative would relocate four single-family residences and one civic use 

(Museum of History and Industry [MOHAI]). The Preferred Alternative would not remove 

buildings at National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries Science 

Center, but would convert approximately 0.5 acre to right-of-way for the new alignment of the 

Bill Dawson trail. Exhibit 2 compares the relocation effects of the Preferred Alternative to those 

of the SDEIS options. 
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Exhibit 1. Preferred Alternative Acres Converted to WSDOT Right-of-Way by Type of Existing Land Use and Study 
Area (Update to Exhibit 1 of the 2009 Discipline Report) 

Existing Land Use 

Seattle Study Area a 

Preferred Alternative Option A Option K Option L (All Options) b 

Lake Washington 
Study Area 

Civic/Other 5.0 4.9 10.3 7.5 0.0 

Park/open Space 3.6 4.4 3.5 3.1 0.0 

Single-family Residential 0.8 0.4 c 0.1 c 0.1 c 1.2 

Commercial 0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total  9.4 9.9 13.9 10.7 1.2 

a Seattle study area includes I-5 area, Portage Bay area, Montlake area, and west approach area.� 
b Lake Washington study area includes Evergreen Point Bridge and Eastside approach area.� 
c Since the SDEIS was published, refinement of the project’s construction staging requirements has identified the need for two �
additional property acquisitions (0.4 acre) south of the existing Portage Bay Bridge. Although the totals for Options A, K, and L �
have not been updated, these options would also include this effect.� 

Exhibit 2. Number of Preferred Alternative Relocation Effects (Update to Exhibit 2 of� 
the 2009 Discipline Report)� 

Seattle Study Area 

Option Single-Family Business Civic/Other  

Preferred Alternative 4 0 1 

Option A 3 a 1 2 

Option K 1 a 0 2 

Option L 1 a 0 1 

a Since the SDEIS was published, refinement of the project’s construction staging �
requirements has identified the need for an additional residential relocation south of the� 
existing Portage Bay Bridge. Although the totals for Options A, K, and L have not been� 
updated, these options would also include this effect.� 

�x� The taxable property that would be removed from the local jurisdictions’ tax bases would 

decrease property tax revenues. It is estimated that the loss of property tax revenue for the City 

of Seattle would be less than 0.01 percent of the City’s 2008 budgeted property tax revenues. 

�x� The Preferred Alternative would improve traffic ci rculation and reduce congestion in the SR 520 

corridor. These effects would likely improve access to businesses for customers, improve 

mobility, and reduce travel times, resulting in a small improvement in the economic prospects of 

businesses that operate in the SR 520, I-5 to Medina project corridor. 

�x� The Preferred Alternative would be consistent wi th all applicable state, regional, and local 

transportation plans, land use plans, and local development regulations. The detailed 

consistency analysis of the 6-Lane Alternative that was provided in the 2009 Land Use, 

Relocations, and Economics Discipline Report (pages 90 through 100) also applies to the 

Preferred Alternative (WSDOT 2009a). 

FEIS_DRA_LU_SUDS_03MAY11 � 3 



     

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

 

      

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

    

 

  

 

 

SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project | Final EIS and Final Section 4(f) and 6(f) Evaluations 

�x� The Preferred Alternative would contribute to achi eving jurisdictional and regional land use and 

transportation goals by improving connections between urban centers; supporting the 

completion of the regional high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) system by implementing HOV lanes 

in the SR 520 corridor; supporting transit mobility  and use; and reducing the existing noise and 

visual effects related to the operation of SR 520. The proposed 10th and Delmar and Montlake 

lids would reconnect neighborhoods divided by the original construction of SR 520. 

What is the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement 
and HOV Project? 

The SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV Project would widen the SR 520 corridor to 

six lanes from I-5 in Seattle to Evergreen Point Road in Medina, and would restripe and reconfigure 

the lanes in the corridor from Evergreen Point Road to 92nd Avenue NE in Yarrow Point. It would 

replace the vulnerable Evergreen Point Bridge (including the west and east approach structures) and 

Portage Bay Bridge, as well as the existing local street bridges across SR 520. The project would 

complete the regional HOV lane system across SR 520, as called for in regional and local 

transportation plans. 

What is the Preferred Alternative? 

The new SR 520 corridor would be six lanes wide (two 11-foot-wide outer general-purpose lanes and 

one 12-foot-wide inside HOV lane in each direction), with 4-foot-wide inside shoulders and 10-foot -

wide outside shoulders across the floating bridge. The typical roadway cross-section across the 

floating bridge would be approximately 116 feet wide , compared to the existing width of 60 feet. In 

response to community interests expressed during public review of the January 2010 SDEIS, the 

SR 520 corridor between I-5 and the Montlake interchange would operate as a boulevard or parkway 

with a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour an d median planting across the Portage Bay Bridge. 

To support the boulevard concept, the width of the inside shoulders in this section of SR 520 would 

be narrowed from 4 feet to 2 feet, and the width of the outside shoulders would be reduced from 

10 feet to 8 feet. Exhibit 3 highlights the major components of the Preferred Alternative. 

The Preferred Alternative would include the following elements: 

�x� An enhanced bicycle/pedestrian crossing adjacent to the East Roanoke Street bridge over I-5 

�x� Reversible transit/HOV ramp to the I-5 express lanes, southbound in the morning and 

northbound in the evening 

�x� New overcrossings and an integrated lid at 10th Avenue East and Delmar Drive East 

�x� A six-lane Portage Bay Bridge with a 14-foot-wide westbound managed shoulder that would be 

used as an auxiliary lane during peak commute hours 
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